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MY IDENTITY

SYNOPSIS
LOGLINE

Ashley, a young Native-American Caucasian girl, converts to
Islam in hopes of ﬁnding structure in a life where it never existed.

SHORT SYNOPSIS

Ashley, a young Native-American Caucasian girl, converts to
Islam in hopes of ﬁnding structure in a life where it never
existed, but with that decision comes the risk of losing one of
the few biological connections she still has. My Identity tells
the story of how race, religion, and the foster care experience
can shape one's identity.

LONG SYNOPSIS

Ashley, a young Native-American Caucasian girl, converts to
Islam in hopes of ﬁnding structure in a life where it never
existed.
Surrounded by drugs and alcohol, at age 8 Ashley becomes
a ward of the state. She is separated from her brother and
shufﬂed between the homes of extended family members
where she bares witness to prostition, drug dealing and her
own mother’s overdose.
As a teenager Ashley seeks stability and unexpectedly ﬁnds
it in the muslim hip-hop community. Ashley is drawn to the
restrictions of the Islamic faith and believes these will prevent
her from following in her family’s footsteps. But this newfound
stability is also the cause of a growing rift between herself and
her estranged brother.

TECH SPECS

11 minutes, 16:9, Stereo Sound Mix

SOCIAL MEDIA:
http://fostercareﬁlm.com/myidentity
http://facebook.com/fostercareﬁlm
http://twitter.com/fostercareﬁlm
http://vimeo.com/fostercareﬁlm
https://www.youtube.com/user/FosterCareFilm
***
TRAILER:
http://fostercareﬁlm.com/myidentity/
***
DIRECTOR CONTACT:
Yasmin Mistry
info@fostercareﬁlm.com
***
PRESS CONTACT:
Beth Lawton
Canoe Media Services
beth@canoemediaservces.com
www.canoemediaservices.com
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CONNECT WITH US

MY IDENTITY

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
HOW DOES THIS FILM FIT INTO THE LARGER SCOPE
OF YOUR WORK WITH KIDS IN FOSTER CARE?
The initial concept was to create an animated documentary
short, but once we started going through our footage we
realized we had way more material than could possibly ﬁt
into one ﬁlm. We selected a particular story to focus on for
the animated documentary but realized the other stories
we collected were too important to end up on the cutting
room ﬂoor.

As a result, we are now making a series of live action short
ﬁlms about foster care as well as the animated documentary.
We are using these live action ﬁlms to promote eduction and
awareness about foster care, and we have developed a
program around it called the Foster Care Film and
Community Engagement Program (FCFCEP). “Feeling
Wanted” is the ﬁrst ﬁlm in this series.

WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION FOR THIS FILM?

After three years working with a developmentally-delayed
child, I picked up my phone to hear a little voice saying,
“Mama.” This was Ana’s ﬁrst word and her foster mother had
called me, her Court Appointed Special Advocate, to share
the experience. As a CASA volunteer, I’ve spent years working with children, their families and the court system to help
ﬁnd kids a permanent home, good educational opportunities
and needed medical and social services. As I heard Ana ﬁnd
her voice, I wondered how, and whether, other foster youth
ever truly found theirs. So I decided to answer this question
using the tools I knew best, animation and ﬁlm, to give foster
youth a chance to be heard.

HOW DO YOU FIND YOUR SUBJECTS/INTERVIEWEES?
I reached out to foster youth via social media and received an
overwhelming response. It became even more apparent to
me that foster youth wanted to be heard. After a few months,
I had collected far more stories than I could possibly ﬁt into a
single ﬁlm. So, as interest grew, the project grew with it.

HOW ARE FOSTER YOUTH PARTICIPATING IN THIS
FILM AND THE PROJECT AS A WHOLE?

We’re not just helping youths’ voices be heard through ﬁlm.
We’re giving foster youth the opportunity to work behind the
scenes as camera operators, production assistants, writers
and more. We’re also giving foster youth an opportunity to
speak to social workers, lawyers, judges and other changemakers in the foster care community by having them be key
participants in our community screenings and presentations.

WHAT TYPE OF IMPACT DO YOU HOPE TO HAVE
WITH THIS FILM?

By giving Ashley a vocal platform we helped her ﬁnd her
voice and become an advocate for change. Ashley didn’t
just tell us her story, she was given a video camera and an
opportunity to record her story and the aspects of life which
were most important to her. Through the ﬁlmmaking process
our goal is to give foster youth the conﬁdence and skills to
become a voice for the voiceless.
With this ﬁlm we plan to educate general audiences about
kinship foster care, and show how race, religion and mentorship can play a role in developing one’s identity. Among caseworkers and advocates, we hope to reinforce the importance
of sibling relationships for youth in foster care.
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SOUNDBITES
“I feel like I’ve become obsessed with childhood because
I haven’t really had much of a childhood myself.”
– Ashley Wolford
“I didn’t want to be separated, but then I didn’t realize at the
time it was permanent.”
– Ashley Wolford

“This is exactly the type of resource we need to
and recruit more
families for youth.”

raise awareness

– Social Worker
NYC Foster Care Agency

“No one asked my opinion or cared what I thought. I think
I had over 30 caseworkers.
– Ashley Wolford
”I felt like being Muslim would essentially be the right path
for me because of the restrictions on alcohol and drugs, as
well as I felt the need for spirituality and structure because
I never had control of anything in my life.“
– Ashley Wolford
“If I had one thing to say to my mom, if I had one last chance,
I would tell her that I wish she chose life and that I hope that
she loved my brother and I.”
– Ashley Wolford

“As a kid in the foster care system I never
thought I would grow up and be featured in a
film, much less that
about my story.”

someone
would care
– Ashley Wolford
Former Foster Youth

“Beautiful and
“I decided to share my story because I wanted to have a
sense of empowerment and turn something that was really
negative into a positive.”
– Ashley Wolford

powerful”

– Addison Cooper
Adoption At The Movies
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
YASMIN MISTRY, Director/Producer

Yasmin Mistry is an Emmy-nominated animator and ﬁlmmaker.
Her work has been displayed worldwide including recent
showings at the White House, United Nations and the
Louvre, as well as at ﬁlm festivals such as Cannes, SXSW,
Tribeca and Clermont-Ferrand. She is the recipient of the
Pufﬁn Foundation’s 2013 ﬁlm grant, the Brooklyn Arts Council’s
2014 and 2015 ﬁlm grants, and a ﬁnalist for the Real Ideas
Studio Micro-grant. When not working as an artist, Yasmin
dedicates her time to the foster youth of New York City. As a
Court Appointed Special Advocate, she received the 2012
Advocate of The Year Award for her dedication to getting
services for foster care children with special needs. Yasmin
was inspired to create this ﬁlm when she realized the voices
of the children she worked with were not being heard and
their stories never told.

MAXINE TRUMP, Editor/Writer

Maxine is a director, story producer, and co-owner of Hitman
Productions. She directed the New York Times Critics' Pick
feature documentary “Musicwood,” which screened at over
30 ﬁlm festivals worldwide. Prior to this she worked at the
BBC in London as the development executive for non-ﬁction
and scripted programs. She is the winner of several BDA &
Promax awards.

LAURA FONG, Assistant Editor

Laura is an associate producer for PBS Newshour Weekend.
Her prior work on CNN’s episodic series “Inside Man”
helped garner CNN a 2013 IDA award for Best Limited
Series and a 2014 IDA nomination for Best Episodic series.

LIVIA CHEIBUB, Writer

Livia splits her time between NYC and Rio de Janeiro, working as both an editor and director. She is best known for her
documentary short ﬁlm, My Island, and City Body, an
interactive multimedia experience. Her work has been
funded by FUNARTE (National Foundation for the Arts) of
the Brazilian Ministry of Culture and has been broadcast
throughout the United States and Brazil.

ANDREW FRIEND, Assist. Producer / Cinematographer

Andrew is an Emmy-nominated cinematographer with
extensive experience in documentary ﬁlm. His work includes
Schoolidarity, Pedal America, and The Worker’s Republic,
which received the John Michaels Human Rights Film Award.

ANITA EVANS, Assistant Producer

Anita is the co-director of NeuroKitchen Arts Collective, a
creative skill building program for youth. She is also the
Visual Director for DirectorsLabChicago, a platform for stage
directors to exchange ideas and is the former Creative
DIrector of Free Street, a youth theater program that
addresses pressing social issues from diverse points of view.

AMANDA DE JESUS, Social Work Consultant

Amanda is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW-R) and
psychotherapist. She received a Masters of Social Work from
Hunter College with additional training from The Ackerman
Institute for the Family and from The Metropolitan Institute
for Training in Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy. She currently
provides psychotherapy for adults, adolescents and children
experiencing mental health and behavioral difﬁculties.
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PRODUCTION PHOTOS

Ashley putting on hijab (top left), Ashley’s cousin and foster parent, Jacinda (top right), Ashley’s Choctaw Native American grandmother (bottom left), Ashley Wolford (bottom right)
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Cinematographer Andrew Friend filming b-roll b-roll with interviewee, Ashley Wolford.
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CREDITS
DIRECTED & PRODUCED BY:
Yasmin Mistry
ASSISTANT PRODUCERS:
Anita Evans
Andrew Friend
EDITED AND WRITTEN BY:
Maxine Trump
Livia Cheibub

ANIMATION:
Tara Clune
Yasmin Mistry

MUSIC:
“Cylinder Six”
Chris Zabriskie

ADDITIONAL FOOTAGE BY:
Anita Evans
Mitch Martinez

“Forecasting”
Podington Bear

COLOURIST:
John Tissivary

“Krishinda Singing”
Skoria

WRITTEN BY:
Livia Cheibub

ORIGINAL COMPOSITION:
Jeton Murtishi

“Native American Flute D
in Minor Improv 1”
Ephemeral Rift

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY:
Andrew Friend

SOUND MIX:
Erich Rettermayer

“Lullaby”
_Ghost

FEATURING:
Ashley Wolford

SPECIAL THANKS:
Amanda De Jesus
Mariam Dwedar
Sasha Jones
Alexander Leiss
James “Rusty” Haner
Andrew Haner
Octavia Vaughn
Jonathan Wolford
Gorilla Tango
Canoe Media Services

“Yellow Line”
Podington Bear

ASSISTANT EDITOR:
Laura Fong
LEAD ILLUSTRATOR:
Alicia Chen
ILLUSTRATORS:
Songhee Lee
Sherry Xiao

Public Live Performance by
Talib Kweli
Taking It To The Streets
Sponsored by IMAN

